
THE new-look Bridge Estate alongside 
State Highway 2 on the city side 
approaches to the Waipaoa River Bridge 
has blossomed under new ownership, 
with extensive refurbishment and 
refinement.

The Fergus family took over the 
property in January this year and Rob, 
Tracy, Daryl and Mattie Fergus then set 
about their upgrade.

The 120-year-old stables have been 
remodelled to provide a unique and 
enjoyable atmosphere and dining 
experience for locals and tourists alike.

Their aim was to create a venue that 
retained its unique characteristics as well 
as providing a fun, affordable and family 
type environment.

“We are no strangers to enjoying other 
venues in the hospitality industry here 
and we used that experience to refine the 
business,” says Tracy.

“We are proud to be locally owned 
and operated, and our decision to stock 
Gisborne produce has been our priority.”

On the Bridge Estate wine list are 
local wines produced by Stone Bridge, 
Spade Oak and Hihi, as well as a couple 
of boutique varieties from surrounding 
vineyards.

“We also stock popular beers like 

Steinlager, Heinekin, Corona and Export 
33, along with locally-brewed beers 
including The Pipeline, Gisborne Gold 
and The Cut, produced by Gizzy’s very 
own Sunshine Brewery,” Tracy said.

Bridge Estate also offers cider options 
produced locally by Harvest Cidery.

“Non-alcoholic options are not forgotten 
either with local producers Hill Road and 
Heavitree providing a selection of juices.

“We have delicious platters of food on 
offer on the menu, featuring names such 
as the Bridge, Harvest and Shepherds” 
Platters.  

“There’s muffins and locally brewed 
coffee (supplied by Hika) as well as potato 
and kumara chips and other hearty hot 
food options.”

Bridge Estate has been turned into a 
wonderful venue for a function.

“Be it a birthday, work or just an 
excuse to enjoy great company and 
socialise,” said Tracy.

“Menus for such functions can be 
discussed with myself and Kourtney. We 
will create an individualised menu to suit 
the occasion.

“So, whether it’s for a casual drink after 
work, a lazy lunch or an evening out, the 
Bridge Estate is well worth a visit.”

Bridge Estate is 
the place to go      

Kourtney Shore, Tracy and Rob Fergus.

 “FUDGING IT” is not a phrase that 
inspires confidence in someone’s work 
but the Stone Studio in Stanley Road 
has made a virtue of it. In fact, if virtue 
was a flavour there’s a good chance Stone 
Studio owners Sandra and Ewan Parker 
would find a place for it in their range of 
rich, creamy, melt-in-the-mouth, ecstacy-
invoking fudge slices. 

Having begun many years ago as a 
greenstone carving outlet Stone Studio 
has since added to its stock crystals, 
kiwiana, sculpted trophies, laser 
engraved 21st keys, craft materials — 
“everything from a needle to an anchor”, 
says Sandra. Earlier this year they 
made good on a long-standing desire to 
add gourmet homemade fudge to their 
products. 

“We saw the business concept many 
years ago and had always thought about 
it, then the opportunity presented itself 
last year and we thought ‘why not?’” says 
Sandra.

Now, fudge might seem an out-of-the-
ordinary product for the studio-shop but 
the Stone Studio is no ordinary business. 
Sandra and Ewan’s launch for their new 
product was softer than a creme brulee 
slice but footage posted on Facebook 

of Sandra working her magic in the 
shop’s new fudge kitchen attracted 4000 
hits within a day-and-a-half. A stall at 
the Home and Lifestyle Expo in June 
attracted even more attention.   

Demand for Stone Studio fudge is hard 
to keep up with, says Sandra. A new 
blueberry cheesecake fudge line all but 
sold out within two days. Shortly after 
the expo, one visitor to the show dropped 
into the studio-shop to order bubblegum 
fudge for a wedding

“People are buying it for gifts,” says 
Sandra.

“If you’re going to a dinner you could 
take a box of gourmet fudge for dessert.”

Choices range from the exotic, such 
as creme brulee and chocolate almond 
nougat, to Kiwi favourites jelly tip, and 
pineapple (“It tastes just like pineapple 
lumps”) and everything in between.  

Stone Studio might be located closer to 
the industrial subdivision than the CBD, 
but that is no handicap, says Sandra. 
Even shoppers overseas send in family 
members or friends to make purchases. 

“The Stone Studio has its own buzz,” 
she says. 

“I don’t know what it is. It just rocks.”
And fudges.

Out of the ordinary
STONE STUDIO OWNERS Sandra and Ewan Parker.

237 Stanley Road • Gisborne • 06-867 3900  
info@stonestudionz.co.nz • www.stonestudionz.co.nz
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Carved Greenstone
Kowhai Tree Flower

When you 
support 
local business, 
you’re 
supporting 
a dream!

THE STONE STUDIO NZ 
Unique giftware and jewellery

BRIDGE ESTATE VINEYARD

16 Riverpoint Road, Matawhero, Gisborne
Ph 027 620 0127, www.bridgeestate.co.nz
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BRIDGE ESTATE VINEYARD
Unique, relaxed Gizzy experience
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